Die "Bauernmission" en ironieë van die geskiedenis: die religio-kulturele erfl ating van die "Bauernsiedling" Philippi Die Duitse immigrante wat die drie "golwe" Duitsers gevorm het wat hulle in Suid-Afrika by Philippi in die Wes-Kaap in die negentiende eeu gevestig het, en hulle nakomelinge, het nie net tot die Wes-Kaap se agri-welstand bygedra deur die groeiende bevolking van vars produkte te voorsien nie, maar ook tot die diversiteit van die streek. Die aankoms in die Wes-Kaap van spesifi ek die laaste twee "golwe" Duitse immigrante was tegelyk die gevolg van die Hermannsburgse Bauernmission (Boeresending) en die immigrasieprojekte van die Britse koloniale regering wat spesifi ek Duitsers gewerf het om die Wes-en Oos-Kaap te bevolk. Die artikel bespreek die geskiedenis van die gevolglike Duitse Philippi-boerderygemeenskap -'n tipiese "Bauernsiedlung" -en die ironie van hulle religio-kulturele erfl ating en 'n nuwe generasie (im)migrante na die Wes-Kaap. Vertalings in Engels van die Duitse aanhalings word in voetnotas gegee.
Introduction
The Philippi horticultural area, which today covers a surface of about 8 square kilometres and which provides the Western Cape with a signifi cant percentage of fresh produce, as well as two congregations and a lively "German" community, form the last remains of what used to be an agricultural area which was more than triple the size of the remnant, as well as three thriving congregations and three schools.
Descendants of German immigrants to the Western Cape, specifi cally to what had then been called Claremont Flats and Wynberg Flats, since the end of the 1850s to 1883, today comprise the community at Philippi Flats, the agricultural section of the larger geographical area of the Cape Flats, which specialises in the cultivation of vegetables for the bigger Cape metropolis.
Those descendants who still today belong to the Evangelical Lutheran Church, are mostly members of the two remaining Lutheran churches, namely the Philippi Evangelical Lutheran Church (also known as the Zionskirche) and the St Johanniskirche in Wynberg. These two churches established a "parish agreement" in July 2007 to ensure the survival of the Wynberg congregation, according to which the pastor of the Philippi congregation will also minister the Wynberg congregation.
Background
Members of the community are mostly the descendants of German settlers who came to the Western Cape over a period of 25 years from 1858 to 1883 in three "waves". This emigration from Europe was part of the "Völkerewanderung" (migration of the nations), the mighty socio-cultural phenomenon of the nineteenth century when between 1820 and 1890 an estimated 5 million Germans from the various German regions migrated to parts of the "New World." said in the other. He learned Italian to read Danté in the original; Spanish, to read Cervantes; Modern Greek to compare it with Ancient Greek; Sanskrit, to be able to understand the ancient writings of India; "French and English went without saying". But: "his heart remained empty". One night, according to him, God revealed himself to him -and the area of the Lüneburger Heide proved fertile ground for his message. 6 His following among the devout Philippi immigrants is illustrated by the presence of a framed etch which today hangs in the Philippi Settler Museum.
7 Similar etches could be found in several Philippi homes, as well as "Gebetbücher" 8 -prayer bookspublished by the Hermannsburg Missionary Society. This researcher also remembers, as a child in the 1960s, the constant references that were made to Ludwig/Louis Harms in the conversations of grown-ups.
The ideology behind Harms' specifi c missionary society was that newly converted Africans would not only need religion as "food for the soul", but also certain farming practices and skills as "food for the body". The Hermannsburg missionaries and missionary farmers would provide both.
Harms initially wanted to send missionaries to East Africa, but could not land there because the sultan at the time did not allow the Christians entry through Zanzibar. They then settled in Port Natal and worked among the Zulu. Over the years several missionary stations were established, spreading also to the then Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek.
9
Although the immigrants to the Western Cape did not come as missionaries or established missionary stations, they were part of the zealous following of Harms, and brought with them the specifi c Hermannsburg Lutheran missionary zeal, as did the immigrants to the then Natal and Transvaal, where there are also still remaining communities with strong German cultural values.
Philippi: Historical Context
The Philippi horticultural area lies approximately 30 kilometres from Cape Town. At its core origin can be found descendants of German Lutheran -Hermannsburg "Bauernmission" -immigrants from especially 1878 (the "second" wave) and 1883 10 6 F.W. Bautz, 1990. Harms, Ludwig (Louis) Vlakte, 1994. (the third wave), who, together with those individuals who formed the fi rst wave (from 1858 onwards), formed the Philippi community.
During this same period when the Völkerewanderung took place and the Hermannsburg Missionary Society established its specifi c version of a missionary society amongst devout farming families in the Lüneburger Heide, namely the latter half of the nineteenth century, the British Colonial Government at the Cape recruited German immigrants to populate the then desolate Cape Flats. The reason behind the Colonial Government's recruitment was twofold: they wanted more European settlers to strengthen the white population at the Cape, and also to provide the Cape with much needed fresh produce.
11
At this same time, in Germany's Lüneburger Heide area, poor farmers were inspired to seek a new future for themselves, and at the same time "bring light to the dark continent" from within a strict Lutheran confession. wave" of Philippi immigrants -to farms in the Cape's farming districts, especially the so-called "Swartland". After their contracts have expired (from the late 1850s to the 1870s), and they have saved enough money, they resettled on the "edge" of the Cape Flats where they started to cultivate vegetables.
14
The German settlers to the Eastern Cape (the founders of towns with names such as Berlin, Stutterheim and Potsdam) also played a part in the settlement of the Western Cape. The success of these settlers inspired the Cape Government to do the same in the Western Cape with similar German stock. Apparently one colonial offi cer said that if the Germans could transform "a stone desert [the Eastern Cape] into a paradise", why not also a "sand desert"? 15 The First Wave immigrants settled on the "edge" of the Cape Flats because a German Lutheran church was already founded in Wynberg in 1861, after Swedish brewer Letterstät brought about thirty Swedes to the Newlands area.
16
The Colonial Government came to the conclusion that if the Germans could cultivate vegetables on such sandy soil, other Germans will be able to do the same on the Flats proper. Minister John X. Merriman particularly wanted to populate the Western Cape 17 and focused especially on the area that lay between Table Mountain and the mountains of Stellenbosch and Strand. Minister Merriman wanted to make this area the source of production for Cape Town's much needed fresh produce.
18
Certain parts of the Cape Flats, which was not populated since the arrival of the fi rst European settlers in 1652, were consequently surveyed by the colonial government's surveyor-general with a view to settling the German immigrants.
19
A recruitment project was subsequently launched in Germany's sandy Lüneburger Heide, where, unbeknown to the British Colonial Government, "ready" immigrants were in a certain sense awaiting them. 14 L. Rabe, 'n Kultuurhistoriese studie van The immigrants overcame hardships of various nature, and formed, as it was described in the 1930s, "eine einzigartige geschlossene Siedlung" (a uniquely closed settlement").
27
As an indication of the conservative nature of these immigrants who, still, after a couple of generations, upheld the strict Since the 1950s, in other words after, and as a result of, the Second World War period, the community as a whole developed into a multilingual community as a result of intercultural marriages with Afrikaans or English-speaking partners. However, after all these years, German, Lutheran traditions dominated, still a manifestation of the stronghold of Harms and his narrow, conservative version of Lutheranism.
31

Philippi: Geographical Context
Philippi is situated on the south western part of the vast geographical area known as the Cape Flats. This same Cape Flats has become a political term since the 1960s as a result of the Nationalist Government's apartheid policy, according to which parts of the original German settler farms were expropriated. This is the other side of the coin of forced expropriation which still needs to be told, as the German descendants and their property rights were not respected by the Afrikaner Nationalists.
With neighbours belonging to a low socio-economical class in the newly established townships now literally across the road from the remaining agricultural area, the result was that hitherto unknown socio-political problems such as theft of crops and general crime were experienced by the German farming community.
Up to the arrival of the German immigrants to the Western Cape in the 19 th century, however, the geographical area of the Cape Flats was to a great extent With South Africa's historiography lacking focus in certain areas, it could up to now not be established whether this area had been inhabited by the indigenous Khoikhoi people. One can conclude, however, that, as a result of the lack of natural shelters and trees, nor suffi cient grazing for their cattle, it would not have been used as a stand for the pastoral nomads. It can be accepted, though, that they certainly trekked over the Flats, as implements of the Khoikhoi, sea fossils and grinding stones as well as skeletons, for example, were found during sand-mining excavations.
34
In summary: to a great extent the Cape Flats was uninhabited before the arrival of the fi rst German immigrants, as it was seen as an inhospitable semi-desert. It was this area that the Cape Colonial Government thought fi t for German settlement.
The Cape Flats were described as a "fl at, even terrain of sand" that is marked by "vlei" areas (seasonal lakes). On these even fl ats there are smaller sand dunes in certain parts, and in many areas the water table is above ground during the rainy season.
35
According to several sources it was uninhabitable due to various factors:
• sandy, infertile soil; • sandstorms in summer; • marshes and lakes in winter;
• no infrastructure such as roads due to the thick, • shifting sand, and • a total lack of water in summer.
36
The fi rst years
The immigrants was already a close-knit community when they arrived, with strong ties among themselves, some dating back generations, as many had existing family and friendship bonds in the villages of Northern Germany from where they were recruited. These bonds were cemented through the extreme hardships they endured on the Cape Flats, arriving with nothing but their "hands and their [Lutheran] Bible", as it was said. According to one descendant, she still remembered as a child hearing her grandparents refer to how the emigrants were "deceived" in Germany, being shown photographs of the leafy Constantia area and not of the desolate Flats.
37
Being of peasant stock, and especially as followers of Harms for whom material possessions were not important, the immigrants did not have many possessions, nor did they bring signifi cant possessions with them. They therefore literally started out with nothing but an allotted piece of (barren) land which had to be paid for over a period of ten years, and a tent as their sole shelter.
One newspaper report from 1883 stated that they were not, "as other immigrants had been, provided with any draught animals and other means of carrying on their industry". 38 There was no infrastructure in the area in which the immigrants settled. They encountered a vast area of sand -in summer a desert, in winter a marshland. The report reads:
The German families settled on the Wynberg and Claremont Flats, amongst sand-hills about fi ve miles from a hard road and a railway station, deserve the commiseration and assistance of the public. Most of the immigrants, brought out here under misrepresentations, stayed only a few days on their allotments, and perceiving the trap they had fallen into, packed up their scanty chattels, came to Wynberg, and sought and found employment. Several families however […] have managed to live so far […] It is a crying shame to treat honest hardworking people in this cruel manner, and the Government should be severely taken to task in reference to this matter when Parliament meets.
39
This was the land they had to cultivate, and not only make a living from, but which had to provide them with the "new future" that they had dreamt of as peasants when they left their own country -and provide the Western Cape with fresh produce.
These hardships led to a well-known expression among the immigrants and their descendants according to which "the fi rst generation earned death, the second hardship, and only the third started to prosper" ("Die erste Generation erntete das Tod, die zweite das Not und die dritte das Brot"). Schultz, 1988. 38 Article in The Cape Times, 1933-02-27, n.p. 39 Article in The Wynberg Times and South African Agriculturist, Simon's Town, Suburban and Western Province Advertiser, 1883, reprinted in the Wynberg and Plumstead News, 1988-01-13, n.p. 40 Author's own experience.
The only "service" the Cape government had prepared for the arrival of the settlers was to survey the properties.
41 "The surveyors marked the areas with border posts. The moving sand, however, covered these posts. One had to dig before one could fi nd them." 42 No access roads had been made to the area, nor were roads provided for in the area. 43 The Dutch ridiculed the Germans: 44 "In winter you will drown in water, and in summer you will die of thirst."
45
There was literally nothing with which the German immigrants could begin their new lives. As one historian recorded: "hier in der Vlakte standen sie vor einem völligen Nichts" (here in the Flats they stood before a total nothingness). 46 The realities were described as follows: The immigrants lived in tents until they could erect better structures (made from bulrush and clay, the only material available). Men sought employment in town or the southern suburbs, while the women and children tried to cultivate the sand. On weekends the men returned with their earnings of 2/6 to 3 shillings, and did their bit to bring the efforts "noch möglich vorwärts" (contributed to their efforts). 49 At fi rst the work was diffi cult and disappointing, their initial attempts failed lamentably. All their experience in Germany availed them nothing, here they had to begin learning afresh.
50
The agricultural beginnings
One can only imagine what the fi rst years must have been like. With no aid, no funding, no understanding of the climate in the southern hemisphere, the immigrants had to start on sandy soil with nothing. There are many anecdotes telling of the hardships and endurance which became part of the cultural and spiritual "diet" of following generations of descendants and which engendered a legendary work ethic among the descendants of the original immigrants.
To name a few:
• How the whole family would work when it is full moon to extend the work day through the night • How the women, who would walk the 30 km to Cape Town laden with what little they could produce which was not consumed, would pick up horse manure on their way back and carry it in their empty baskets back to their allotment to fertilise the sandy soil • How language and cultural differences and British supremacy on the side of the colonialists, contributed to their hardship.
One such example (of many) is the story of a hunting club at the Cape which, accustomed to having the Cape Flats as their playground, trampled the wearisomely tilled fi elds of the immigrants, lashed a settler when he protested, and, when he fell to the ground, further humiliated him. When the settler took the incident to court, the magistrate turned out to be one of the hunters who participated in the assault, and subsequently dismissed the case.
51
Another is the story 52 of the immigrant who built himself a small cart as his next achievement after a couple of harvests in order to cart his produce into town. Once there, he was arrested and his cart hacked to pieces. His misdemeanour? He did not have a licence. He could not understand the English offi cer nor the English court proceedings. In hindsight, the heavy handedness of the police was of course 50 E.L.G. Schnell, For men must work, p. 225. 51 W.H.C. Hellberg, Duitse Immigrasie na Wes-Kaapland, 1959, p. 18. 52 W.H.C. Hellberg, Duitse Immigrasie na Wes-Kaapland, 1959. typical of a hegemonic society. To add to the misery, those who succeeded to produce enough to be able to sell their small harvest in town, of course could also afford the licence -now that they knew of its existence. 
54
Merriman was convinced that the moving sands due to wind could be controlled by trees and shrubs in order to cultivate the soil. For this, he announced a competition in the Government Gazette in May 1877 for the best plantation of the fi rst 50 acres, or if this were not possible, the best 25 acres, or, if this were not possible, the best 12 acres.
55
The immigrants, although ridiculed by the Cape Dutch who by then knew the agricultural shortcomings of the Flats, were not put off. One of the fi rst years' biggest breakthroughs came when they realised there is a wealth of water below the surface, and how to harness that. They dug wells and, although still laborious work, at least they could water their small fi elds with bucket by bucket of fresh water.
The saying of the three generations held absolute truth. With each generation they improved their circumstances, and farming practices naturally improved as their own prosperity improved together with technology.
Harms was also infl uenced by Karl Marx, and communistic practices were part of the Bauernmission's ideology, and part of its success. Standing together the farmers could achieve much more than as individuals. The Philippi farmers also practiced these communistic values by, e.g., pooling together to import a Friesian bull to improve their livestock, and imported quality seed potatoes to improve their potato harvests.
Their sheer perseverance, graphically described in the following, 56 became legendary amongst their descendants (the animosity against the British colonial masters who saw the suffering after they were "dumped" on the desolate Flats, were simultaneously also engendered in the next 
The agricultural society
The "Deutscher landwirtschaftlicher Verein" (German agricultural society) was founded on 12 September 1885 by Fritz Hörstmann, 58 one of the immigrants of the Second Wave. The fi rst offi cial history of the community, encapsulated in the now iconic book Pfl anzgarten im Dünensand, states it was the fi rst agricultural society in South Africa as a whole. 59 It has since been established that it was the second German agricultural society in South Africa. The fi rst was founded in the Eastern Cape, also by German immigrants, but this one does not exist any more, which makes the Philippi society the oldest existing society.
One aim of the German agricultural society in Philippi was to act as a pressure group to implore the Cape Government to commit to some of the promises made in Germany during the recruitment.
60
The society showed "überraschend schnell" (surprisingly soon), that they would be able to be successful if they stand together, because "Einigkeit" (unity) is strength. 
62
An annual publication, the Volkskalender, was meant, among others, to literally help the immigrants assimilate into their new environment, as it also gave advice on how, e.g., to adapt to the "new" Southern hemisphere seasons at the Cape. 63 All of this contributed, together with the diligence of the fi rst generations, to establish the Cape's "vegetable larder", as the area is generally referred to.
